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What is Power of Attorney? 
A power of attorney is written authorization for an individual to receive confidential tax 
information from the IRS and to perform certain actions on a taxpayer’s behalf.  In our case the 
action is the signing of the tax return or Form 8879.  
 
References 

 Pub. 4012, page K-23 

 Pub. 17 

 Pub 947 

 Form 2848 Instructions 
 
When do we need Power of Attorney? 
 The taxpayer is not able to come to our sites to have their return prepared.  They send a 
representative in with their tax information.  We can prepare the return in two different ways. 

1. The preferred method is to prepare the return and then have the representative bring the 
8879 and the tax return to the taxpayer for their signature.  This is the preferred method 
since there is no requirement for a Power of Attorney to be sent in to the IRS. 

2. If the above is not possible, the representative has to give us a copy of the Power of 
Attorney signed by the taxpayer or complete IRS Form 2848. 
 

Signing for Spouse from Pub 501 Page 7 
 If your spouse can't sign because of injury or disease and tells you to sign for him or 

her, you can sign your spouse's name in the proper space on the return followed by the words 
“By (your name), Husband (or Wife).” Be sure to also sign in the space provided for your 
signature. Attach a dated statement, signed by you, to the return. The statement should include 
the form number of the return you are filing, the tax year, and the reason your spouse can't sign, 
and should state that your spouse has agreed to your signing for him or her. 
 
 
 
The Process for submitting a Power of Attorney ( Pub 4012 Page K-23) 

1. In TaxWise®, click on Add Forms and add form 2848. 
2. Check the box at the top of the POA, “using this form”.  
3.  On Line 2, fill in information about   representative (if no CAF number, enter   “None”).  
4.  On Line 3, Tax Matters, list “Type” as Income Tax Return.  
5.  On line 6, check the box to retain TP’s original   POA (not revoke).  
6.  Fill in red highlighted info (page 2 designation codes are listed above the red box) in 

Part II.  Use F-3 to take the red out of the not applicable boxes.  
7. If the taxpayer provided a Power of Attorney Document, attach a copy of the taxpayer’s 

original paper POA along with a copy of the 2848.  Attach both of these documents to a 
copy of Form 8453. 

8. Make 3 copies of the form 8453, form 2848 and the POA from the representative. 

 1 copy goes back to the taxpayer 

 2 copies go to the Site ERO to be mailed to the IRS  
 
 
 
See the next page to view a completed Form 2848. 
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